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BREAKING NEWS AT CHICAGOTRIBUNE.CO 


VIKINGS 23, BEARS 10 


The Bears crossed the finish line of the 2017 season Sunday with a 
forgettable 23-10 loss to the Vikings in Minneapolis. With another 
last-place finish, the team will look to set a new course with the 
expected firing of coach John Fox. While Fox has been credited for 
helping fortify the Bears’ culture, he has only a 14-34 record to show 
for it and was unable to orchestrate the rapid turnarounds he led 


with the Panthers and Broncos. 


Rising lake 
drowns ally 
in climate 
change fight 


Wetlands needed to 
trap harmful carbon 
are being swallowed 


By TONY BRISCOE 
Chicago Tribune 


As scientists seek solutions to 
curb the amount of greenhouse 
gases in the atmosphere, the 
planet could be losing one of its 
greatest natural allies against 
climate change. 

Fast-growing wetland plants 
are among the most efficient at 
absorbing carbon dioxide 
through photosynthesis, and 
their soils are known to sequester 
carbon underground for hun- 
dreds or thousands of years, 
researchers say. Even though 
these so-called “carbon sinks” 
occupy only 5 to 8 percent of the 
Earth’s surface, they hold about 
20 to 30 percent of the Earth’s 
carbon. 

Globally, wetlands are rapidly 


David Haugh: All indications point to general manager Ryan Pace 
kicking off the most important stretch of his career by spearheading 
asearch for a new coach. The next three weeks will determine 
whether he can survive another three years running the Bears. 
Brad Biggs: With the Bears finishing 29th in scoring, any search for 
a coach will need to focus on the offensive side of the ball. 


Complete coverage in Chicago Sports 


Lake Michigan water levels, at their highest in 20 years, are predicted 
to keep climbing into spring, possibly eroding more coastal wetlands. 


disappearing due to rising oceans 
and ramped-up erosion, which 
are unearthing these age-old 
stockpiles of carbon. But bodies 
of freshwater are also a concern. 

In Illinois, Lake Michigan wa- 
ter levels are at their highest in 20 
years, and those levels are predic- 
ted to continue climbing into the 
spring, swallowing more coastal 
wetlands in areas such as Illinois 
Beach State Park. 

“These wetlands are storing a 
lot of carbon, and I think this is 
another way of valuing this hab- 
itat? said Ethan Theuerkauf, a 
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coastal geologist at the Illinois 
State Geological Survey and ad- 
junct assistant professor at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago. 
The State Geological Survey 
recently launched a study to 
determine whether these wet- 
lands are now releasing more 
carbon than they are trapping. 
Illinois Beach, an area that has 
eroded about 21 feet in the past 
six months in some spots, will 
give researchers an idea of how 
rising lake levels may be affecting 


Turn to Wetlands, Page 2 
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End of the line? 


Fox era looks to close as Bears wrap season with a thud in Minnesota 


Year starts 
with more 
than 200 
new laws 


Ill. measures include 
crackdown on some 
repeat gun offenders 


By MONIQUE GARCIA 
Chicago Tribune 


SPRINGFIELD — It was a 
dramatic year under the Capitol 
dome, with Democratic and Re- 
publican lawmakers joining to- 
gether to end the state’s historic 
budget impasse, raise income 
taxes and overhaul how money is 
doled out to school districts, all 
while clashing with Gov. Bruce 
Rauner along the way. 

Despite the focus on state 
finances that consumed Illinois 
politics for much of 2017, lawmak- 
ers in Springfield still managed to 
approve hundreds of other new 
state laws that didn’t get as much 
attention but will change what 
people can and can’t do in 2018. 
More than 200 take effect Mon- 
day. 

A measure backed by Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel to help crack 
down on repeat gun offenders is 
among them, as is a change 
making it easier for transgender 
people to update the sex listed on 
their birth certificates. And Aug. 4 
now will be designated as Barack 
Obama Day in Illinois. 

Also taking effect is the mea- 
sure Rauner signed to expand 
taxpayer-funded abortions, anger- 
ing some conservative allies in the 
process. The governor’s move 
spawned a primary challenge 
from state Rep. Jeanne Ives of 
Wheaton. A lawsuit from anti- 
abortion groups seeking to delay 
the law was dismissed by a 
Springfield judge Thursday, but 


Turn to Laws, Page 5 
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New year, new fares, 
new infrastructure 


The new year will start with fare 
hikes on the CTA, Metra and 
Pace, continue with major road- 
work and could end with part of 
the Navy Pier Flyover ready to 
use. Getting Around, Page 3 


Cubs fan sues over 
Wrigley accessibility 


Wheelchair user says 
rehab narrows viewing 
options, violates ADA 


By STEVE SCHMADEKE 
Chicago Tribune 


A 20-year-old Cubs fan who 
uses a wheelchair is alleging in a 
lawsuit that Wrigley Field reno- 
vations have eliminated or ex- 
cluded some handicapped-ac- 
cessible seating at the stadium in 
violation of federal law. 

David F. Cerda, who has mus- 
cular dystrophy and has used a 
wheelchair since age 10, says in 
his federal lawsuit that the Cubs 
owners’ $750 million renovation 
project removed wheelchair-ac- 
cessible sections in the right-field 
bleachers where he had long 
enjoyed watching games and 


replaced them with a bar. The 
team also pushed the accessible 
seats behind home plate back 
several rows, making it impos- 
sible to see the “whole field of 
play” when spectators in front of 
him were standing, according to 
the lawsuit. 

The owners’ decisions seem 
driven more by profits rather 
than concern for the law or 
accommodating all of their fans, 
said Cerda’s father, David A. 
Cerda, an attorney known for 
handling police misconduct liti- 
gation, who filed the lawsuit on 
his son’s behalf. The Cubs in 
their renovation work “have a 
duty to comply” with the Ameri- 
cans with Disabilities Act’s re- 
quirement that “wheelchair 
spaces be an integral part of the 


Turn to Wrigley, Page 5 


Trump takes risky tack on Iran protests 


President Donald Trump relishes doing the opposite of his prede- 
cessor, and the anti-government protests in Iran offer him another 
way to do so. But it’s a path with pitfalls. Nation & World, Page 6 


wy Tom Skilling’s forecast High5 Low-5 


Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of Chicago Sports 


$2.50 city and suburbs, $3.00 elsewhere 
170th year No. 1 © Chicago Tribune 


7 UUM UNM 2 


